The ethical project within
SEAFOODplus can help SMEs to
meet the new challenges In
aguaculture

Sergey Blokhin, Double Delta, Hungary
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EU aquaculture and role of SMEs

e 876,265 tonnes worth €2,959 million (2000)

8% by weight of world-wide aquaculture
production (1997)

* highly diverse, ranging from part-time
crafting/artisanal activities to large

operations conducted by publicly quoted
International companies

Majority of participants are SMEs
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Challenges

 Public image - marketing options

 Development strategy
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How new hatcheries will look?
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How new production units will look?
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How new production units will look?
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Community
approach
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REPORT
on aquaculture in the European Union: present and
future - 2002/2058 INI (from resolution)

e certain types of intensive aquaculture may
pose problems for animal health and welfare,
particularly from over-crowding, and that new
methods need to be found to provide more
space for the fish;

e encourage the adoption of farming practices
which respect the welfare of the fish and to
propose regulations to safeguard fish welfare
which should, in particular, consider stocking
densities and prohibit inhumane slaughter
methods
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REPORT
on aquaculture in the European Union: present and
future - 2002/2058 INI (EXPLANATORY STATEMENT)

e aquaculture suffers enormously from
the negative public image of intensive
farming conveyed by consumer and
animal welfare associations, which
protest at the abuse practised by
Intensive aquaculture
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REPORT
on aquaculture in the European Union: present and future
- 2002/2058 INI (Communication from the Commission)

e guaranteeing food safety and animal
health and promoting high standards
for the health and welfare of animals

e pave the way for Community
recommendations or regulations
ensuring the welfare of farmed fish, it is
vital that research should be
undertaken with a view to defining
objective criteria
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REPORT
on aquaculture in the European Union: present and future

- 2002/2058 INI (OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND CONSUMER POLICY)

o stresses that the future of fish farming lies in
moving away from the intensive monoculture
of finfish towards shellfish farming and
Integrated polyculture systems in which
several species, primarily plants and non-
carnivorous fish, are reared together in a
more natural ecological relationship, avoiding
the problems of the need for large quantities
of food
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Directive on the welfare of
farmed fish is expected
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Related areas

« Code of Conduct for European aquaculture

e New Codes of Conduct and Best Practice
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Response of SEAFOODplus
to actual challenges

 twO projects:
— ETHIQUAL
— BIOQUAL

e Inter-project and inter-pillar clustering
activities envisaged
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Expected achievements:

o define objective criteria

e fish with new traits (farmed fish with
optimised balancing in ethical and flesh quality)

e optimisation of production technology
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Envisaged benefits for SMEs:

(general)

e better preparedness of SMEs-fish
producers to cope with new challenges
In European aquaculture and adopt new
BMPs

 Improved public image
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Envisaged benefits for SMEs:

(socio-economic)

lower construction costs
lower operating costs
better market opportunities

safeguarding employment

resulting in better competitiveness of
aguaculture SMEs
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A better life with seafood...
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