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headline objective

« to provide and 
demonstrate to 

consumers the benefits
of high quality, safe and 

nutritious farmed fish and 
shellfish grown in 

sustainable conditions »
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the platform

An interfaceinterface between the different 
stakeholders - development of protocols;
proposal of research areas and assessment 
of new technologies.

A source of balanced informationsource of balanced information for 
consumers on the benefits of high quality 
aquaculture processes and products.

A hubhub, for European networks, initiatives
and RTD developments;
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partners

European Consumers Organisation (BEUC)

TEST ACHATS (Euroconsumers)

European Bureau for Conservation Development (EBCD)

Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP)

European Mollusc Producers Association (EMPA)

European Feed Manufacturers’ Assocation (FEFAC)

European Consumers OrganisationConsumers Organisation (BEUC)

TEST ACHATS TEST ACHATS (Euroconsumers)

European Bureau for Conservation Development Conservation Development (EBCD)

Federation of European Aquaculture Producers Aquaculture Producers (FEAP)

European Mollusc Producers Mollusc Producers Association (EMPA)

European Feed Manufacturers’ Feed Manufacturers’ Assocation (FEFAC)

Coordinated by EAS
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approach
stakeholder groups

(draft) protocols

Sector and public 
consultation

implementation

Consultation Consensus  Communication
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working groups
LAND-BASED COASTAL

SEMI-STATIC
SYSTEM

FLOW-THROUGH
SYSTEMS

RECIRCULATING
SYSTEMS

INTER-TIDAL 
SYSTEMS

COASTAL
OFFSHORE
SYSTEMS

Carp culture in 
Central and Eastern 
European countries.

Culture of other 
freshwater species in 
extensive systems

Wetland resource 
management and 
water use

Valliculture in Italy

Trout culture in most 
European countries 

Other freshwater 
species in intensive 
systems (catfish, 
pike-perch, 
sturgeon).

Freshwater and 
marine hatcheries.

Land-based culture 
of marine species –
turbot.

Freshwater and
Marine hatcheries.

Land-based culture of 
freshwater species –
catfish, eel.

Land-based culture of 
marine species –
turbot, sole.

Mussel farming 
(Bottom culture, 
stake culture, 
suspended 
culture).

Oyster farming 
(suspended 
culture, coastal 
lagoons

Clam culture

Seaweed farming

Cage culture of 
salmonids (salmon 
and trout).

Cage culture of 
marine species, 
including sea bass, 
sea bream, cod and 
tuna.

INTEGRATED AQUACULTURE
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WG makeup

• Consumer interests
• Scientific community
• Ecological/environmental interests
• Producer representation
• Post harvest
• Retailing
• Training/education
• Governance
• Communication
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WG protocols

existing knowledge
evaluation of sustainability factors

• water sources
• alternative fish feed ingredients
• nutrient inputs (from industrial activities)
• medication and chemical treatments
• economic constraints to development
• integration with other (coastal) users
• outputs and by-products of aquaculture
• welfare issues
• (bio)technologies

consensus on importance & desirable trends
material for new codes of conduct for producers
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Special WGs

•• WG6 (Processing & Traceability)WG6 (Processing & Traceability)
– Post-harvest operations
– Identify technology needs

•• WG7 (Consumers)WG7 (Consumers)
– identifying the communication strategies currently 

used by each sector to dialogue with consumers
– current consumer perceptions with regard to 

sustainability
– Development of the overall consumer 

communication strategy for CONSENSUS 
(demonstrating the benefits)
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SEAFOODplus projects
1.2. YOUNG

2.1 CONSUMERSURVEY

2.2. SEAFOODSENSE

2.3 SEA-INFOCOM

2.4 CONSUMEREVALUATE

4.2. HURDLETECH

4.3. LIPIDTEXT

4.4. CONSUMERPRODUCTS

5.2 ETHIQUAL

6.1-6.3 METHODS, IMPLEM, VALID
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CONSENSUS workshops

Day M T W T F

Date 21 22 23 24 25

WG

PDC

Oostende, Belgium. November 21-23

Plenary sessions morning and debrief evening

Working Groups breakout during day

PDC 2 extra days to consolidate drafts
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protocols
BMP explaining indicators and desired developments 
and how to control/measure them

Link to Com 511 EU Strategy and to the 32 
recommendations made by the Parliament

Link to FAO regional aquaculture development 
strategies (esp. E and W. Europe)

Harmonisation to ensure quality & safety, 
environmental & ethical responsibility, but taking into 
account the differences between MS

Provision of comparison with non-EU sustainability 
strategies & initiatives and comment on imports from 
third countries.
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2006 milestones

December 2005. Launch of CONSENSUS web portal.

January 2006. First CONSENSUS protocols.
Initiate consultation phase.

July 2006. Initial feedback from Industry.

September 2006. Consumer feedback
Development of communication 
strategy for consumers

www.consensus.eu
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A better life with seafood…

www.seafoodplus.org
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