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As of January 1% 2005, all food produced and processed in, or exported to, the European Union must comply
with new standards codified in EC Regulation 178/2002. This regulation, which sets out food safety principles
and responsibilities, also explicitly requires implementation of food traceability, defined as the ability to
document the production, processing, and distribution history of food and its components. 818 states that each
food business operator must be able to identify all its suppliers and all its customers, and that each food product
much be labelled to facilitate traceability. In addition, the guidance document to this regulation states that food
business operators should be encouraged to develop systems to document the exact relationship between inputs
and outputs, i.e. exactly which raw materials and ingredients were used in the production of which products.

Beyond its role in food safety, traceability is an important tool for rationalization, optimal production, improved
industrial statistics, chain communication, and marketing. To have an efficient traceability system to facilitate
the communication between the links in the chains, it is essential to have common standards, guidelines etc,
covering both the words used and the IT language used. The TraceFish standards, containing a traceability
vocabulary and a method for keeping track of traceability were developed four years ago. This standard is
presently being further developed and implemented in the SEAFOODplus project. A TraceFood Framework is
now developed consisting of result from several EU projects. This has created a synergy effect and has speed up
the development process significantly. In this presentation the TraceFood Framework and its GTP will be

presented. Finally, the latest results from technological testing of tags will be presented too.



